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National Environmental Public Health Tracking Network
National Center for Environmental Health
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)
FY 2025 Labor HHS Appropriations Bill

FY 2023 FY 2024 FY 2025 FY 2025 TFAH
President’s
Request
National Environmental $34,000,000 N/A N/A $65,000,000
Public Health Tracking
Program

Background: Where we are born, live, work, learn, play, and age has an enormous impact on our
health, and yet communities historically have lacked adequate data to both help understand these
impacts and deploy scarce public health resources to address them. From air quality to radon to
lead to harmful algal blooms to chemical exposures, environmental factors contribute to a range
of serious health effects. CDC’s National Environmental Public Health Tracking Program
(Tracking Program) works with a network of partners to collect, integrate, and analyze disease
and environmental data to help public health and other practitioners identify and target health
risks.

CDC’s National Environmental Public Health Tracking Program
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TRACKING
Impact: Since 2002, the Tracking Program has included data points for environmental factors
such as outdoor air quality, drinking water quality, and toxic substance releases and tracks
related health effects such as cancer, reproductive health outcomes, birth defects, hospitalizations
for asthma, cardiovascular disease, carbon monoxide poisoning, childhood lead poisoning, and
developmental disabilities. By connecting the dots between exposures and health effects,



grantees can work to stop these exposures and protect the health of communities. To date, 31
Tracking Program grantees have taken over 700 data-driven actions to improve health.

The Tracking Program’s data system identifies demographic factors, environmental burdens,
socioeconomic conditions, and public health concerns related to environmental justice. The
Tracking Program’s unique tools allow for data to be shared in meaningful ways that highlight
the disproportionate burden that certain communities face via its Environmental Justice
Dashboard. In addition, data from the Tracking Program is utilized to guide other programs at
the National Center for Environmental Health including the Climate and Health Program, the
Childhood Lead Poisoning Prevention Program, and the Heat and Health Tracker. A Public
Health Foundation study estimated that every dollar invested in the Tracking Program results in a
$1.44 return in the form of health care savings.

Tracking in Action

THE REALITY >>> THE OPPORTUNITY

REACTING

Always behind when an
epidemic occurs

ANTICIPATING

Getting ahead of an
epidemic to stop it

»

COUNTING DATA

Collecting data without
the ability to rapidly
analyze it

STORING IN SILOS
120 silos that restrict data
sharing between systems

UNDERSTANDING DATA

Faster analysis to gain
real-time insights

»»

SHARING ON PLATFORMS

Interoperable, accessible
data for action

»»

LOOKING BACK

Using data to see
what has already

LOOKING FORWARD

Using data to predict
and prevent threats

»»

happened

MOVING SLOWLY MOVING FAST
O_utdated{ paper_based—systems >>> Creating a true digital highway
with multiple points of data === to transfer data in real time

CONNECTING RESOURCES
»» resenies ) making

common investments
for the future

transfer

USING RESOURCES
INEFFICIENTLY

New resources always
required to do new

data collection

Recommendation: As of FY 2024, CDC is still only able to fund 31 states, in addition to one city
and one county to participate in the Tracking Network. TFAH recommends $65 million in FY
2025 funding, which CDC estimates would enable the Network to expand to all 50 states at full
capacity. Additional funding could also allow the Program to continue to expand the type of



https://ephtracking.cdc.gov/Applications/ejdashboard/
https://ephtracking.cdc.gov/Applications/ejdashboard/
https://www.cdc.gov/budget/documents/fy2013/fy-2013-cdc-congressional-justification.pdf

health data available to policymakers, public health professionals, and the public to drive actions
to improve and protect community health.



