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Ready or Not: Protecting the Public’s Health from Diseases,

Disasters, and Bioterrorism
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For the full report, please go to:
https://www.tfah.org/report-details/ready-or-not-2024/
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Priorities for Congressional Action

Congress should invest in enhancing and modernizing critical public health infrastructure at
the federal, state, tribal, local, and territorial levels.

Congress should empower CDC to collect public health data in a timely and coordinated
manner to enable faster and more effective detection and response to health emergencies,
such as proposed in the Improving DATA in Public Health Act.

Lawmakers should support readiness and response across the country through CDC’s Public
Health Emergency Preparedness Program.

Congress should provide at least $1.1 billion per year to support CDC’s Immunization
Program, which ensures access to safe and effective vaccines and enact a Vaccines for Adults
Program for uninsured adults.

Congress should significantly increase investments in public health initiatives to prevent,
detect, and contain antimicrobial resistance.

Congress should provide job-protected paid leave to contain the spread of outbreaks and
protect health, such as proposed in the FAMILY Act and Healthy Families Act

Congress should provide funding for the entire medical countermeasures enterprise and
prioritize distribution and dispensing of products for public health threats.

Congress should help build the readiness of the healthcare delivery system by investing in the
Health Care Readiness and Response program at HHS.

Congress should increase investments in programs that identify and mitigate the health
impacts of extreme heat, climate change, environmental hazards, and natural disasters.

For more information, please contact Dara Lieberman at dlieberman@tfah.org.
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