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Ready or Not 2026: Protecting the Public’s Health from Diseases,

Disasters, and Bioterrorism
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Read the full report at:
https://www.tfah.org/report-details/ready-or-not-2026
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Priorities for Congressional Action

Congress should provide at least $11.5 billion for Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention (CDC) in FY2027. An estimated 80 percent of CDC’s budget goes
to external partners, underpinning preparedness for health threats across the
country.

Congress should reauthorize the Pandemic and All-Hazards Preparedness Act,
providing the needed authorities for health emergency preparedness.

Congress should invest in the Public Health Emergency Preparedness program
and Hospital Preparedness Program, which support every state and territory to
have a baseline level of readiness for disasters.

Congress should support funding and workforce for CDC’s National
Immunization Program, expand vaccine access for uninsured adults, and
conduct oversight of changes to recommended immunization schedules that
impact health coverage.

Congress should speed detection and response to emerging threats by
supporting public health data modernization, public health infrastructure,
advanced molecular detection, and wastewater surveillance.

Congress should create a national standard for job-protected paid sick, family,
and medical leave to contain the spread of outbreaks and protect health.

Congress should accelerate medical countermeasures research, development,
stockpiling, and distribution for known and unknown threats.

Additional policy recommendations can be found in the report at:
https://www.tfah.org/report-details/ready-or-not-2026.

For more information, please contact Dara Lieberman at dlieberman@tfah.org.
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